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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1 and 13-37 have been examined. Application 09/964,600 (PORTABLE 
TERMINAL DEVICE FOR PROVIDING AND OBTAINING ADVERTISEMENT 
INFORMATION, ADVERTISEMENT PROVIDING METHOD, ADVERTISEMENT 
OBTAINING METHOD, ADVERTISEMENT DISTRIBUTING METHOD AND PROGRAM 
THEREFOR) has a filing date 09/28/2001 and foreign priority 06/04/2001. 

Response to Amendment 

2. In response to Final Rejection filed 01/10/2007, the Applicant filed an RCE on 
04/10/2007, which amended claims 1, 14, 16, 19, 20, 22-37 and cancel claims 13, 15, 
17 and 18. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 24 is objected to because of the following informalities: Said claim recites 
"terminal device of the when a request", where the amendment deleted the term 
"consumer". Claim 36 is incorrectly title "currently amended". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 1 and 13-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1, 14 recite "receiving, by the server, 
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user-specified information about an advertisement medium person having goods on or 
with and a retrieval condition of goods from a portable terminal device of a consumer 
through a network". Said limitation is indefinite because it is not clear if the server or the 
consumer is doing the receiving. Claim 1 recites "specifying, by the server, the 
advertisement medium person corresponding to the received user-specified information 
based on user specified information of a plurality of advertisement medium persons 
stored in a storage device in advance" Said limitation is indefinite because it seems to 
say that a person is stored in a storage device. Said claim recites "and retrieving, from 
the advertising information of a plurality of goods stored in the storage device, 
advertising information of goods corresponding to the retrieval condition among goods 
associated with the specified advertisement medium person; and distributing the 
advertising information obtained by said retrieving to the portable terminal device of the 
consumer via the network; wherein the advertising distributing method is used with an 
advertising providing system having a portable terminal device of the advertisement 
medium person having the goods on or with, and the portable terminal device of the 
consumer receiving advertising information connected to the server via the network". 
Said limitation is indefinite because it is not clear how the advertising information is 
obtained. Is it obtained from the server, or from a portable terminal of person? Claims 
20 and 22 are indefinite because it is not clear where the accepting and storing is 
performed. Said claim is also indefinite because it is not clear how the distribution of the 
advertisement is done. Is it from a portable terminal of a consumer to a portable 
terminal of another person or is it a from a server to a consumer's personal device? 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 1 and 13-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Pradhan (US 2002/0160759). 

As per claim 1 , Pradhan teaches: 

An advertisement distributing method of a server providing advertising 
information, comprising: 

receiving, by the server, user-specified information about an advertisement 
medium person having goods on or with and a retrieval condition of goods from a 
portable terminal device of a consumer through a network (see paragraphs 90 and 120); 

specifying, by the server, the advertisement medium person corresponding to the 
received user-specified information based on user specified information of a plurality of 
advertisement medium persons stored in a storage device in advance, and retrieving, 
from the advertising information of a plurality of goods stored in the storage device, 
advertising information of goods corresponding to the retrieval condition among goods 
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associated with the specified advertisement medium person (see paragraphs 105-108, 
120-123); and 

distributing the advertising information obtained by said retrieving to the portable 
terminal device of the consumer via the network (see paragraph 7); wherein the 
advertising distributing method is used with an advertising providing system having a 
portable terminal device of the advertisement medium person having the goods on or 
with (see paragraph 106, 123), and the portable terminal device of the consumer 
receiving advertising information connected to the server via the network (see 
paragraph 7). 

As per claim 14, Pradhan teaches: 

A computer-executable program for realizing operations, comprising: 
receiving, by the server, user-specified information about an advertisement 
medium person having goods on or with a retrieval condition of goods from a portable 
terminal device of a consumer through a network (see paragraphs 90 and 120); 

specifying, by the server, the advertisement medium person corresponding to the 
received user-specified information based on user specified information of a plurality of 
advertisement medium persons stored in a storage device in advance, and retrieving, 
from the advertising information of a plurality of goods stored in the storage device, 
advertising information of goods corresponding to the retrieval condition among goods 
associated with the specified advertisement medium person (see paragraphs 105-108 
and 120-123); and 
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distributing the advertising information obtained by said retrieving to the portable 
terminal device of the consumer via the network; wherein the advertising distributing 
method is used with an advertising providing system having a portable terminal device 
of the advertisement medium person having the goods on or with (see paragraphs 106 
and 123), and the portable terminal device of the consumer receiving advertising 
information connected to the server via the network (see paragraph 7). 

As per claim 16, Pradhan teaches: 

The advertisement distributing method of claim 1, comprising: 
receiving a user entry of the person having the goods on or with (see paragraph 
99) and 

distributing the advertising information about the goods obtained by said 
retrieving to a portable terminal device of person (see paragraph 99), and 

requesting transmission of the advertising information or transmitting the 
advertising information between the portable terminal device of the person and the 
portable terminal device of the consumer (see figure 1). 

As per claim 19, Pradhan teaches: 

The method according to claim 1, wherein said user information comprises user- 
specified information, information designating whether or not an advertisement can be 
distributed, a term of distribution, and information designating access destination for 
advertising information (see paragraph 7). 

As per claim 20, Pradhan teaches: 

An advertisement distributing method, comprising: 
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storing advertising information (see paragraph 7); 

accepting user entry of an advertisement medium person having goods on or 
with the person (see paragraph 99); 

storing user-specified information and a profile about the person, and 
advertisement specified information for designation of advertising information about the 
goods the person has on or with (see paragraphs 99, 106, 123); 

receiving user-specified information and/or a profile from a portable terminal 
device of a consumer (see paragraph 7); and 

identifying the advertisement medium person having a matching or similar profile 
to the profile specified by the consumer based on user specified information of a 
plurality of advertisement medium persons and profiles of said persons stored in 
advance, and retrieving advertising information of goods associated with the person 
(see paragraph 90); and distributing the advertising information of goods retrieved to the 
portable terminal device of the consumer when a request to view an advertisement with 
the user specified information and the profile of the person specified by the consumer is 
received from the portable terminal device of the consumer (see paragraph 106) and 

wherein the advertisement distributing method is used with an advertising 
providing system having a portable terminal device of the advertisement medium person 
having the goods on or with, and the portable terminal device of the consumer receiving 
advertising information connected to a server via a network (see figure 1 ). 

As per claim 21 , Pradhan teaches: 
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The method according to claim 20, wherein a profile matching or similar to the 
profile of an advertisement medium specified by the consumer is retrieved (see 
paragraph 99-100); 

advertisement specified information stored as associated with the advertisement 
medium having matching or similar profile specified by the consumer is obtained (see 
paragraphs 99-102); and 

advertising information specified by the obtained advertisement specified 
information is retrieved, and the advertising information obtained by the retrieval is 
distributed to the portable terminal device of the consumer (see paragraphs 99-104). 

As per claim 22, Pradhan teaches: 

A advertisement distributing method, 15 comprising: 

storing advertising information (see paragraph 7); 

accepting a user entry of a an advertisement medium person having goods on or 
with, and storing user-specified information about the person who has gained the user 
entry, goods specified information designating goods the person has on or with, user- 
specified information about a consumer who has gained the user entry, and a profile of 
the consumer (see paragraphs 99-104); 

receiving user-specified information, the profile of the consumer and a retrieval 
condition of goods from a portable terminal device of the consumer (see paragraphs 99- 
104); 

identifying the advertisement medium person corresponding to the received user- 
specified information, and retrieving advertising information of goods corresponding to 
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the retrieval condition among goods associated with the advertisement medium person 
identified and the profile of the consumer (see paragraphs 99-104); 

obtaining advertising information matching the profile of the consumer based on 
the retrieval result (see paragraph 115); and 

distributing the obtained advertising information to the portable terminal device of 
a consumer (see figure 1 ) and 

wherein the advertisement distributing method is used with an advertising 
providing system having a portable terminal device of the advertisement medium person 
having the goods on or with, and the portable terminal device of the consumer receiving 
advertising information connected to a server via a network (see figure 1 ). 

As per claim 23, Pradhan teaches: 

An advertisement distribution system, comprising: 

an advertisement storage unit storing advertising information (see paragraph 7); 

an entry unit accepting a user entry of an advertisement medium person having 
goods on or with (see paragraph 106); 

a server receiving user-specified information about the advertisement medium 
person and a retrieval condition of goods from a portable terminal device of a consumer 
(see paragraphs 46-48); 

an advertisement distribution unit distributing advertising information about the 
goods to a portable terminal device of the person who has gained the user entry (see 
paragraphs 1 05-1 06); and 
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a retrieval/distribution unit retrieving a corresponding advertising information from 
said advertisement storage unit corresponding to the retrieval condition among goods 
associated with the advertisement medium person, and distributing the advertising 
information to the portable terminal device of the consumer (see paragraph 7) and 

wherein the server specifies the advertisement medium person corresponding to 
the received user-specified information among user specified information of a plurality of 
advertisement medium persons stored in a storage device in advance (see paragraph 
7). 

As per claim 24, Pradhan teaches: 

An advertisement distribution system, comprising: 

an advertisement storage unit storing advertising information (see paragraph 7); 

an entry unit accepting a user entry of a an advertisement medium person having 
goods on or with (see paragraph 99); 

a user information storage unit storing a profile and user-specified information 
about the person who has gained the user entry (see paragraph 99), 

and advertisement information about the goods the person has on or with (see 
paragraph 99-104); and 

a server retrieving the advertisement medium person having a matching or 
similar profile to a profile specified by a consumer from said user information storage 
unit and distributing advertising information of goods associated with the person to a 
portable terminal device of the consumer when a request to view an advertisement with 
user specified information and the profile of the advertisement medium person specified 
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by the consumer is received from the portable terminal device of the consumer (see 
paragraphs 46-48) and 

wherein the advertisement distributing system is used with the advertising 
providing system having the portable terminal device of the advertisement medium 
person having the goods on or with, and the portable terminal device of the consumer 
receiving advertising information connected to the server via the network (see figure 1 ). 

As per claim 25, Pradhan teaches: 

A system comprising: 

a first portable device allowing an advertiser to enter and store advertising 
information therein and allowing the advertiser to wirelessly transmit the advertising 
information responsive to a request (see paragraph 115) 

said advertiser being in possession of goods identified in the advertising 
information corresponds (see paragraphs 105-106); and 

a second portable device allowing a consumer to wirelessly request the 
advertising information stored in the first portable device by inputting user-specified 
information and a retrieval condition and displaying advertising information 
corresponding to the retrieval condition via the second portable device upon wirelessly 
receiving the advertising information from the first portable device (see figure 1 ). 

As per claim 26, Pradhan teaches: 

An advertising information delivery method for use with a server device, 
comprising: 
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receiving from a portable terminal device of a consumer via a network a 
reviewing request, which contains user identifying information of person having goods 
on or with said persons and goods search conditions (see figure 1 and paragraph 125); 

determining, based on information about the person, an advertisement medium 
person having user identification information, corresponding to the received user 
identifying information (see paragraph 120), 

finding from the storage unit, advertising information of goods conforming to the 
received goods search conditions among the goods associated with the advertisement 
medium person (see paragraph 120); and 

delivering the found advertising information to the portable terminal device of the 
consumer (see paragraph 115). 

As per claim 27, Pradhan teaches: 

The advertising information delivery method for use with a server device and 
according to claim 26, wherein: the user identifying information of the plurality of said 
persons acting as advertisement medium is received a plurality of times (see paragraph 
7); 

the user identifying information which has been contained every time in the 
received user identifying information is determined (see paragraph 7); and 

the advertising information of the goods conforming to the received goods search 
conditions among the goods associated with said person corresponding* to the 
determined user identifying information is found (see paragraph 125). 

As per claim 28, Pradhan teaches: 
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An advertising information acquiring method for enabling a portable terminal 
device of a consumer to acquire advertising information from a server device via a 
network, comprising: 

receiving from other portable terminal devices, which are carried by persons 
having goods on or with, user identifying information of the persons (see figure 1 and 
paragraph 106) 

obtaining an input of the consumer specifying goods search conditions (see 
paragraph 114); 

transmitting to the server device, a reviewing request including both the user 
identifying information and the goods search conditions (see paragraphs 1 14); 

specifying, by the server device, an advertisement medium person corresponding 
to the received user identifying information of said persons stored in advance, and 
retrieving advertising information of goods corresponding to the goods search 
conditions (see paragraph 1 14); and 

distributing the advertising information obtained by said retrieving to the portable 
terminal device of the consumer via the network (see paragraph 115). 

As per claim 29, Pradhan teaches: 

The advertising information acquiring method according to claim 28 in which: 
the user identifying information is received from the portable terminal devices a 
plurality of times (see paragraph 1 14); and 
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the user identifying information and goods search conditions received a plurality 
of times are transmitted to the server device to determine said one or more said 
persons (see paragraphs 1 14-115). 

As per claim 30, Pradhan teaches: 

An advertising information delivery method for use with a server device, 
comprising: 

receiving from a portable terminal device of a consumer via a network a 
reviewing request, which contains user identifying information of an advertisement 
medium person having goods on or with of said person (see paragraph 120); 

determining, from stored information containing user identifying information and 
profiles of persons, the advertisement medium person corresponding to the received 
profile among said persons and corresponding to the received user identifying 
information (see paragraph 120); 

finding advertising information of the goods associated with the determined 
person (see paragraph 120); and 

delivering the found advertising information to the portable terminal device of the 
consumer (see paragraph 115). 

As per claim 31 , Pradhan teaches: 

An advertising information acquiring method for a portable terminal device of a 
consumer acquiring advertising information from a server device via a network 
comprising: 
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receiving user identification information of a plurality of persons each having 
goods on or with from a plurality of portable terminal devices carried by said persons 
(see paragraph 106); 

obtaining an input of the consumer specifying a profile for selectively determining 
said persons (see paragraphs 120); 

transmitting to the server device, a reviewing request including user identifying 
information and a profile received from the consumer (see paragraph 7); 

determining the advertisement medium person corresponding to the user 
identifying information and the profile contained in the reviewing request among user 
identifying information and the profiles stored in a storage unit of the server unit (see 
paragraph 120); 

finding advertising information of the goods associated with the determined 
persons (see paragraphs 114-115); and 

acquiring the found advertising information delivered from the server device (see 
paragraph 114) 

and distributing the advertising information obtained by said finding to the 
portable terminal device of the consumer (see paragraph 115). 
As per claim 32, Pradhan teaches: 

The advertising information acquiring method according to claim 31, wherein: 
accepting the input of the consumer comprising the profile for specifying said 
persons and the goods search conditions (see paragraphs 114-115); and 
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transmitting the retrieving request comprises the plurality of the user identifying 
information, the profile and the goods search conditions to the server device (see 
paragraphs 114-115). 

As per claim 33, Pradhan teaches: 

A server device for delivering advertising information of goods to a portable 
terminal device of a consumer via a network, comprising: 

a receiving unit receiving from the portable terminal device of the consumer, a 
reviewing request, includes user identifying information of persons having goods on or 
with and goods search conditions (see paragraphs 105-106); 

a searching unit determining, from information stored in a storage unit and 
containing user identifying information of plurality of persons (see paragraph 114), an 
advertisement medium person corresponding to the received user identifying 
information, and finding, from the storage unit, advertising information of the goods 
conforming to the received goods search conditions among the goods associated with 
the determined person (see paragraph 1 14); and 

a delivery unit delivering the found advertising information to the portable 
terminal device of the consumer via a network (see paragraph 1 1 5). 

As per claim 34, Pradhan teaches: 

The server advice according to claim 33, wherein: 

the receiver unit receives the user identifying information every time when the 
user identifying information being received by the portable terminal device of the 
consumer a plurality of times (see paragraph 120); and 
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the searching unit determines the user identifying information contained every 
time among the user identifying information received a plurality of times by the receiver 
unit and finding the advertising information of the goods conforming to the received 
goods search conditions among the goods associated with said person corresponding 
to the determined the user identifying information (see paragraphs 114-115). 

As per claim 35, Pradhan teaches: 

A server device for delivering advertising information of goods to a portable 
terminal device of a consumer via a network, comprising: 

a receiver unit receiving from the portable terminal device of the consumer (see 
figure 1), 

user-specified information about an advertisement medium person having goods 
on or with and a retrieval condition of goods (see paragraph 1 20); 

a searching unit determining, based on user-specified information of stored in 
advance, a person conforming to the user-specified information received among the 
user-specified information of said persons and searching, from a storage unit, 
advertising information of goods associated with the determined person (see paragraph 
120); and 

a delivery unit delivering the advertising information resulting from said searching 
to the portable terminal device of the consumer (see paragraph 1 14). 
As per claim 36, Pradhan teaches: 
The server device according to claim 35, wherein 
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said portable terminal device has functions of performing wireless 
communications with a wireless base station in a portable telephone network, and 
performing wireless communications with the portable terminal device of the consumer 
(see figure 1). 

As per claim 37, Pradhan teaches: 

A method of providing advertisement, comprising: 

storing a predetermined advertisement on a portable terminal of a first user, said 
predetermined advertisement being transmitted from a provider of a product and 
identifying the product (see paragraph 1 14); 

receiving user-specified information of the first user including a retrieval condition 
from a second user (see paragraph 7); and 

retrieving said advertisement from the portable terminal of the first user 
responsive to receipt of the user-specified information and said retrieval condition from 
the second user and transmitting said advertisement to a device of the second user, 
thereby enabling the first user to provide said advertisement on behalf of the provider of 
the product (see paragraphs 105-106). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 13-37 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 
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• Anderson (US 5,857,156) teaches an embodiment where consumers obtained 

advertisement information from merchandise on the street or in possession of 

another person (see col 3, lines 35-45). 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Daniel Lastra 
June 7, 2007 



